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This plan is to be a guide for any new development in the park areas
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INTRODUCTION

This document is the product of a widespread effort involving community engagement and committee
brainstorming aimed at outlining the future of park and recreation facilities in Tittabawassee Township.
The balanced vision set forth between large scale improvements, small projés, and policy objectives is to
be used as a reference tool to guide any development in the parks and recreation areas of thewnship.

It is important to note that the 2018 Tittabawassee Township RecreatiorPlan is a document of vision to
guide development. It is not a fixed blueprint and does not have the force of law.

Ultimately, the 2018 Recreation Plan provides a set of imfementation strategies to guide the improvements
which have been identified as a priority by both Township residents and the Tittabawassee Township Park
Committee. These strategies are outlined to show the necessary steps the Township must take in order tc
accomplish the identified goals, projects, and objectives.

In addition, it is important to note that this plan has been compiled following a format outlined by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Tittabawassee Township is located in East Central Michigan in ararea known as the GreatLakes Bay
Region It is located in the northwest corner of Saginaw County, 8 miles northwest of Saginaw, 4 niles
southeast of Midland and 12miles southwest of Bay City. This location places it in ageographically central

1TAAQGET T AiT1T¢ OEA OACEI 180 AEOEAO8 USECeAsAsAdesighated
Combined Statistical Area (CSA) of SaginavBay City-Saginaw TownshipNorth, MI. As of the 2010 Census,
this CSA had a total population of 307,940.

! AAT OAET ¢ O OEA 5838 #A1 OO0 " OOAAOR 4 EOOARAperbedtC
between 2000 and 2015from 7,706 in 2000 to 9,801in 205 estimatess ) 1 OAZAOAT AAh
population decreased from 20,039in 2000 to 200,169in 205 est The median age of people in
Tittabawassee Township alsalecreasedfrom 35.1in 2000 to 35in 205 est

The Township is home to the predominantly residential community of Freeland. MBSInternational Airport ,
the Saginaw Regional Correctional Facility, the Lake State Railway, and a variety of regionebmmercial
businesses also call the Township home. One sawl district, the Freeland Community School District
services, the entire Township.

Population Statistics

Total Population

2015 est. 9,801
2010
2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Profile of General Population and
Housing Characteristic: 2010, 2000. ACS Demographic and
Housing Estimates: 2015 estimates.
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Age Distribution

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Profile of General Population and Housing
Characteristic: 2010, 2000. ACS Demographic and Housing Estimates:
2015 estimates.
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Physical Features

TOPOGRAPHY AND DRAINAGE

Tittabawassee Township is relatively flat, withelevations ranging from 590 feet to 673 feet above sea
level. The main water feature is the Tittabawassee River. The water quality of this river is
occasionally affected by conditions such as dissolved solids, high turbidity and nutrient enrichment.
The4 EOOAAAxAOOAA 2EOA0O8O OAI OA O1 OEA Ailii Ol EOU
very popular. During peak walleye fishing times, many boats can be seen in the Tittabawassee River.
The 100year flood plain is an area around the river where thewater levels can rise and flood the
area. The probability of this happening in any given year is 1 in 100. This is a limitation to
development along the river, and occupies 1,056 acres of land adjacent to the river. Only
development of open space conseniion, recreation, or other non-human inhabitation and low

impact use can occur within the floodplain.

VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE

There are woodlands scattered around the many sections of the Township, with most concentrated
in the northwest corner. The areascan be found near streams, wetlands, and the Tittabawassee
River. These areas also provide suitable refuge for many game animals, including white tailed deer,
raccoon, woodchuck, waterfowl, and pheasant. There are many types of trees and shrubs which
grow in theses woodlands. In many locations the vegetation can grow so thick it can become
impassible on foot.

Transportation Systems

ROADS AND HIGHWAYS

Michigan Highway 47 (M-47) is the primary north-south route through the township and links
Midland with Saginaw. This highway is a full access fivdane road throughout most of the
Township, but changes to a fourlane limited access divided highway in the northwest portion of the
Township. Daily bidirectional traffic counts on M -47 are 19,719 north of Tittabawassee road.-NT is
the only principal arterial in the Township. The remaining roads in the Township are county
primary and local roads that are maintained by the Saginaw County Road Commissio

CONNECTING TO THE TOWNSHIP RECREATION FACILITIES

Tittabawassee Township Park is located on Midland Road just northwest of the intersection of M47
and Midland Road. Festival Park is located on Freeland Roaflist west of the Freeland Road Bridge
and on the Tittabawassee River Village Park is located on Washington Street (Freeland Road) next to
the Freeland Post Office. Beechwood Nature Trails is located on Northway Parkway west of N. River
Road. Memorial Park is located off S. Main Street (M47) just ablock south of the intersection with
Freeland Road. The Freeland SportsZone is located on M7 just south of Kochville Road. The
Freeland Pathwayis located on the east side of M47 and runs for 2.5 miles starting at the Freeland
SportsZone.



ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
Voters

Township Board of Trustees

Township Manager | Park Committee

Park Rangers

Seasonal Staff

The voters hold the most authority in any democratic government. The voters directly elect the
seven members of the Tittabawassee Township Board of Trustees which includes the Supervisor,
Treasurer, Clerk, and four Trustees. The Board of Trustees or Townsp Board then appoints a
Township Manager and members to the Park Committee.

FORMAL REPORT '

PARK COMMITTEE
The Tittabawassee Township Park Committee consists of seven membeinscluding a chairperson,
secretary, and five members at large. Terms of office are four years.

The duties of the Tittabawassee Township Park Committee are to acquire, plan, develop, maintain,
operate and administer public playgrounds, athletic fields, paks, swimming pools and beaches,
camps, indoor recreation centers, winter sports areas, and other recreation facilities and activities on
any of the properties owned or controlled by Tittabawassee Township.

Monthly business of the Park Committee consists & recommendations to the Township Board on a
variety of topics including charges to collect reasonable fees for the use of facilities, privileges and
conveniences provided.

The Park Committee shall submit for approval by the Township Board a budget requied to
administer the park and recreation system. The committee may also solicit and receive any gifts,
bequests, contributions, appropriations, federal, state or private grants and their real and personal

property.

PARK RANGERS and Seasonal Staff

The Park Ranges T OAOOAA AAEI U 1T DPAOAOGEIT 1T &£/ OEA 471 x1 OEE
Seasonal Rangers, and carries out maintenance of the facilities. The position is hired by the
Township Administration i.e. the Township Manager. The Park Ranges formally report to the Park
Committee on a monthly basis.

The Seasonal Rangers assist the Park Rangen carrying out maintenance and the numerous

projects that arise. The number of Seasonal Rangers is determined by the Township Board but the
ultimate hiring is determined by the Park Ranges.
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Current Funding Sources

Budget
Revenues 20122013 262018
]

Bandshell Programs $100 $500
Interest earnings 10 -
Cellular tower leases 6,250 14,700
Tittabawassee Park rentals 4,500 4,000
Memorial Park rentals 13,500 17,000
Donations 6,000
Reimbursements 100 -
Miscellaneous 100 -
Park Operations 100,000 180,000
(General Budget)

TOTAL $130,56C $216,200

The largest revenue source for the Park Fund Budget is theperatonAl OOAT OEAO AOI
General Fund. In addition, the Park Fund generates revenue fromrentals, lease agreements, and
donations.

Yearly Budget

Revenue

$505,158/ = Expenditures

$277,123.0

16,212.
$290,305.0%)2 y

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

REVENUE & EXPENDITURES
From the period of FY 201415thru 2016-17 the Park Fund received several outside sources of revenue for th

following capital projects.
|

Memorial Park z Acquisition of additional Property $97,000
Freeland Pathway Construction $240,000
Freeland Pathway Pavilion $60,000
TittabawasseePark Entrance & Sign $55,000
Tittabawassee Park Christmas Lights $20,000



Role of Volunteers

Throughout any given year volunteers donate many hourstoclearOD HOT EAAOO ET OEA
recreation facilities. These efforts are organized through the Park Rangex

Relationships with Local Organizations

4AEOOAAAXAOOAA 471 x1T OEEDPBEO | OCAT rerAlednhiup @Gnd Buhdig of Ahe
DAOE OUOOAI 8 4EA 11 AAiocus@sldnAduiin® desn@ i Willagel Bak. In the
Tittabawassee Township Park, many Eagle Scouts have condudteprojects including bridges on
trails and benches. The Freeland Lions Club was a big advocaten creating the band shell and
starting the free summer concert series. They were alsoinvolved in the construction of
4EOOAAAXAOOAA 471 x1 OEEDP 0 AREBO® ScéuBsOd Amelich Achapfei Ba3(
volunteered their time in park clean up and maintenance as well.

Articles of Incorporation
Tittabawassee Township AR 0:B4

(2) PARK COMMITTEE is established pursuant to Act 156, of the Polic Acts of 1917 as amended Hyeing
an act authorizing a township to operate a system of public rereation and playgrounds;acquire equipment
and maintain land, buildings and/or other recreati on facilities and to take other actions in furtherance of
these endeavors. The Committee sall make recommendations to the Township Board with regard to
operation, maintenance and constuction within existing Township Parks, and as the need arises, to
recommend the development of new Township Parks.

Adopted: February 14, 1984
Revised: January 8, 1985
Revised: December 9, 1986
Revisal: January 12, 1988
Revised: October 11, 1988
Revised: February 24, 2004



TITTABAWASSEE TOWNSHIP
Parks and Recreation Areas
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RECREATION INVENTORY

The following table is a list of parks andrecreational facilities and the recreation activities they provide in
Tittabawassee Township and the surrounding region. The inventory was conducted through site visitation,

aerial photograph review and website referencing.
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